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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 5: ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND SERVICES

Chapter 310: Governor's Office of Policy and Management

§3108. CONFIDENTIAL OR PROPRIETARY INFORMATION

1. Access to records.  Upon the request of the director, a department, commission or agency shall
provide access to records necessary to carry out the duties of the office.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §5 (NEW);  2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §24 (AFF) .]

2. Confidential information available to the director.  Notwithstanding any state law relating to the
confidentiality of information, all information in the files of any department, commission or agency of the
State must be made available when necessary to the director in connection with the performance of the duties
of the office related to the operations and finances of State Government.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §5 (NEW);  2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §24 (AFF) .]

3. Consultation; limited access.  Before beginning a study, a review or research that may require access
to records containing confidential or privileged information, the director shall consult with representatives
of the department, commission or agency to discuss methods of identifying and protecting privileged or
confidential information in those records. During that consultation, the department, commission or agency
shall inform the director of all standards and procedures set forth in department, commission or agency
policies or agreements to protect information considered by the department, commission or agency to be
confidential or privileged. The director shall limit access to information that is privileged or confidential by
appropriate methods, which may include examining records without copying or removing them from the
department, commission or agency.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §5 (NEW);  2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §24 (AFF) .]

4. Removal of identifying information.  In making information available to the director, the
department, commission or agency that is subject to the study, review or research or that provides the
information may remove information that identifies individuals or institutions to protect privileged or
confidential information, as long as the information necessary for the director to fulfill the duties of the office
is disclosed to the director.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §5 (NEW);  2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §24 (AFF) .]

5. Confidentiality, privilege apply to director.  Documentary or other information obtained by the
director during the course of a study, review or research is privileged or confidential to the same extent under
law that that information would be privileged or confidential in the possession of the department, commission
or agency providing the information. Any privilege or statutory provision, including penalties, concerning the
confidentiality or obligation not to disclose information in the possession of any department, commission or
agency or their officers or employees applies equally to the director. Privileged or confidential information
obtained by the director during the course of a study, review or research may be disclosed only as provided by
law and with the agreement of the department, commission or agency that provided the information.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §5 (NEW);  2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §24 (AFF) .]
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6. Compliance with policy.  If the director accesses information classified as privileged or confidential
pursuant to department, commission or agency policy or procedures or by agreement, the director shall
comply with the department, commission or agency standards or procedures for handling that information.

[ 2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §5 (NEW);  2011, c. 655, Pt. DD, §24 (AFF) .]
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